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THE VILLA-LOBOS MUSIC SOCIETY ANNOUNCES THE PROGRAM AND PERFORMING ARTISTS FOR ITS
SPECIAL CONCERT CELEBRATING THE 125TH BIRTHDAY ANNIVERSARY OF HEITOR VILLA-LOBOS
The 125TH Birthday Anniversary of Brazilian composer Heitor Villa-Lobos will be celebrated with a special 125th
Birthday Anniversary Concert and Reception on March 5, 2012
January 6, 2012 New York, N.Y. - The Villa-Lobos Music Society has announced that on March 5, 2012 (the
birthday of Heitor Villa-Lobos) a 125th Birthday Anniversary Concert will be presented by The Villa-Lobos
Music Society at Merkin Concert Hall at Kaufman Center, New York City.
The program selected by Dr. Alfred Heller, a friend and protégé of Villa-Lobos, will include music from a
cross-section of the composer’s works for piano, guitar, cello, solo voice and chorus. Included will be
Rudepoêma for piano solo, Choro Number 1 for guitar, Modinha (from the Serestas) and Bachianas Brasileiras
Number 5-Aria for guitar and soprano, Bachianas Brasileiras Number 2 (complete) for piano and cello
(including the last movement called “The Little Backwoods Train”), Choros Number 3 for male chorus, and
Songs of the Tropical Forest from Forest of the Amazon for piano and soprano.
According to Dr. Heller, “this program is a testament and tribute to the compositional virtuosity and versatility
of Villa-Lobos, a master composer whose facility was unmatched – writing in any form, for any instrumentation,
for any genre, with the power and inspiration of genius.”
Performing artists will be Alfred Heller (Piano), Richard Miller (Guitar), Naya Rodriguez-Castiñado (Soprano),
Peter Prosser (Cello) and Mollie Nichols (Chorus Conductor).
A 125th Birthday Anniversary Celebration Reception will follow the concert.
Tickets are $35 and can be purchased through the Merkin Concert Hall at Kaufman Center box office in
person, by calling 212-501-3330, or at www.kaufman-center.org/merkin-concert-hall.
This concert is part of the year-long series of celebration events, which will be highlighted by the presentation
of “Green Mansions”, the new full-length dance work created for the historic 125th birthday anniversary
commemoration. “Green Mansions” combines the instrumental and vocal music of Villa-Lobos with an
adaptation for dance of naturalist William Henry Hudson’s classic novel “Green Mansions”, set in the Amazon
rainforest. Directed and choreographed by Margo Sappington, it is scheduled to be previewed at The Green
Mansions Gala, planned for October 1, 2012.
For more information about the 125th Birthday Anniversary Concert, the Green Mansions Gala and all of the
Anniversary Events, visit www.greenmansionsproject.info, or contact Alfred Heller, President, The VillaLobos Music Society, Inc., at 212-427-5103 or e-mail at info@greenmansionsproject.info.
About The Villa-Lobos Music Society:
The Villa-Lobos Music Society, Inc., a 501(c)(3) arts organization, was formed in 1986 by Villa-Lobos protégé
and friend, Alfred Heller. Its mission is to sustain and increase awareness of the music of Heitor Villa-Lobos,
of his passion for music education, and of his belief that music is the universal language capable of bringing
together all peoples, and of inspiring love and respect for the natural world.
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THE VILLA-LOBOS MUSIC SOCIETY ANNOUNCES – “VILLA-LOBOS AND DANCE” – A SPECIAL EVENT IN ITS
YEAR-LONG CELEBRATION OF THE 125TH BIRTHDAY ANNIVERSARY OF HEITOR VILLA-LOBOS
The celebration of the 125TH Birthday Anniversary of Brazilian composer Heitor Villa-Lobos will begin with a
special event highlighting the connection between Villa-Lobos’ music and dance.
January 4, 2012 New York, N.Y. - The Villa-Lobos Music Society has announced that on January 22, 2012, a
special event entitled “Villa-Lobos and Dance” will be presented by The Villa-Lobos Music Society at The Hôtel
Plaza Athénée, New York City.
This special event will feature an exclusive look at the connection between Villa-Lobos’ music and dance
during his lifetime and beyond, and will include displays of memorabilia from, and films of, dance works
commissioned, choreographed and danced to his music by artists from diverse dance disciplines such as Janet
Collins, Carmen de Lavallade, Violette Verdy, José Limón, Natalya Stavro, Graciela Daniele, Mark Morris Dance
Group, among many others.
Also featured at this special event will be the live performance by Dr. Alfred Heller (Piano), and Julia
Sakharova (Violin) of the Villa-Lobos music that has been selected for the first pas de deux between Rima and
Abel – the main characters in “Green Mansions”, the new full-length dance work created as part of the historic
125th birthday anniversary commemoration.
“Green Mansions” combines the instrumental and vocal music of Villa-Lobos with an adaptation for dance of
naturalist William Henry Hudson’s classic novel Green Mansions, set in the Amazon rainforest. Directed and
choreographed by Margo Sappington, it is scheduled to be previewed at The Green Mansions Gala, planned
for October 1, 2012.
According to Dr. Alfred Heller, a friend and protégé of Villa-Lobos, “From the time Villa-Lobos first saw the
Ballets Russes when they toured Brazil in the mid-1900’s to the end of his life, he wrote music for dance and
music that moved the spirit to dance. Highlighting Villa-Lobos’ connection to dance, and creating the new Green
Mansions dance work with an all-Villa-Lobos score, is a truly fitting way to commemorate his life and continue
his legacy.”
For more information about the “Villa-Lobos and Dance” special event, the Green Mansions Gala and all of the
Anniversary Events, visit www.greenmansionsproject.info, or contact Alfred Heller, President, The VillaLobos Music Society, Inc., at 212-427-5103 or e-mail info@greenmansionsproject.info.
About The Villa-Lobos Music Society:
The Villa-Lobos Music Society, Inc., a 501(c)(3) arts organization, was formed in 1986 by Villa-Lobos protégé
and friend, Alfred Heller. Its mission is to sustain and increase awareness of the music of Heitor Villa-Lobos,
of his passion for music education, and of his belief that music is the universal language capable of bringing
together all peoples, and of inspiring love and respect for the natural world.
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THE VILLA-LOBOS MUSIC SOCIETY ANNOUNCES A SPECIAL ANNIVERSARY EVENT AND A
FUNDRAISING GALA FOR ITS NEWEST PROJECT, “GREEN MANSIONS”
The 125TH Anniversary of Brazilian composer Heitor Villa-Lobos will be celebrated with a
series of special events and a Fundraising Gala for its production of “ Green Mansions”, a new
full length dance work.
November 7, 2011 New York, N.Y. - The Villa-Lobos Music Society has announced that on
March 5, 2012 (the birthday of Villa-Lobos), a 125th Anniversary Concert will be presented
by The Villa-Lobos Music Society at Merkin Concert Hall, Kaufman Center, New York City.
The program will be selected by Alfred Heller, friend and protégé’ of Villa-Lobos.
This event will kick-off a year long celebration, which is highlighted by the announcement of
a new cause driven cultural event that combines the instrumental and vocal music of Villa-Lobos,
with an adaptation, for dance, of naturalist William Henry Hudson’s classic novel Green
Mansions, set in the Amazon rainforest.
The Green Mansions Gala, scheduled for October 1, 2012, is an exclusive opportunity to preview
this new full-length dance work directed and choreographed by Margo Sappington. According to
Sappington, “Green Mansions” tells a powerful story and effectively communicates a message
that will ignite the human spirit and inspire love and respect for one another and for our natural
environment”.
In addition to the Gala there will be a series of Green Mansions “Spotlight Events” that will
feature experts in the areas of literature, music, dance and rainforest eco-systems, with in-depth
lectures and stimulating conversations to inspire and inform on a variety of subjects that surround
“Green Mansions”.

For more information about the Gala and all of the Anniversary Events, you may visit the
website at www.greenmansionsproject.info, or contact, Alfred Heller, President, The VillaLobos Music Society, Inc., at 212-427-5103 or e-mail at info@greenmansionsproject.info.
About The Villa-Lobos Music Society:
The Villa-Lobos Music Society, Inc., a 501(C)(3) arts organization, was formed in 1986 by VillaLobos protégé and friend, Alfred Heller. Its mission is to sustain and increase awareness of the
music of Heitor Villa-Lobos, of his passion for music education, and of his belief that music is
the universal language capable of bringing together all peoples, and of inspiring love and respect
for the natural world.
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